
Nari Nari Tribal Council has engaged

skilled Aboriginal mediator Dr Valerie

Cooms to facilitate the upcoming

March Elders meeting.
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Dr Cooms belongs to the Nunukul people of

Minjerribah or North Stradbroke Island in

Queensland. Valerie has worked in government for

many years, was CEO of Queensland South Native

Title Services and more recently was appointed as a

Member of the National Native Title Tribunal. Valerie

previously served as a Director of Indigenous

Business Australia and is currently Chair of the

Quandamooka Yoolooburabee Registered Native

Title Body Corporate as well the Aboriginal and

Aboriginal and Islander Independent School and is

also a Member of the AIATSIS Native Title Research

Advisory Committee.



Respect – for land and culture, for elders

and family and for each other,

Support – for each other and for those

within the meeting,

Inclusion – making a place within our

meeting space for all.

Dedication and commitment – being

selflessly committed to the Gayini project

Fairness and impartiality – making

decisions and taking actions fairly and

impartially, without favour or

discrimination.

Honesty and integrity – always acting

honestly and not allowing private interests

or obligations to influence decisions.

Accountability and openness – being

open and transparent about actions and

decision making, 

(Source: Office of The Registrar of the Aboriginal Land Rights Act)

narinari@bigpond.net.au

02 6993 2243 (Monday to Thursday)

Mediation sessions will

be held with Dr Cooms

from 1pm on Tuesday

March 30, before the

Elders meeting the

following day.

Elders and family

representatives are

invited to meet with Dr

Cooms at Balranald RSL

Club, if there are issues

they prefer not to

discuss in the open

forum.

RSVPs for the Elders

meeting on Wednesday

March 31 are essential

for catering purposes.

EXPECTED
BEHAVIOUR AT
MEETINGS



"18,493 ibis nests have been discovered at

Gayini Conservation Area, located in the low

bidgee

region of NSW, between Hay and Balranald.

Gayini is owned and managed for

environmental, cultural and social purposes by

Nari Nari Tribal Council (NNTC), based in Hay.

The Centre for Ecosystem Science, School of

Biological, Earth and Environmental Sciences at

the University of New South Wales reports

3,329 of those nests are of the Glossy Ibis

(Plegadis falcinellus) and the remaining belong

to Straw Necked Ibis (Threskiornis spinicollis).

The Glossy Ibis is the smallest of the three

species of ibis in Australia, and is considered

vulnerable in NSW and Victoria due to the loss 

SIGNIFICANT WATERBIRD BREEDING
EVENT AT GAYINI

of wetland ecosystems, so this breeding event is

especially exciting.

"The breeding at Gayini is believed to be the

largest known Ibis nesting event to be initiated

and maintained solely with water for the

environment," said James McGuire from NSW

DPIE Environment Energy and Science.

NNTC Land managers have been managing

environmental flows across Gayini, and into

Yanga Lake at Yanga National Park since

September and expect watering to continue into

early 2021."

The Riverine Grazier - January 13, 2021
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